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41ST CONG;RE8S, } 
2d Session. 
SR~Al'E. 
LET~rER 
01" THE 
J Ex. Doc. 
t No. 3o. 
SECllETARY OF THE INTERIOR 
An estimate of funds required to il(f'ray the 1wcesscffy e.rpenses of a, general 
council of certain Indians in the Indian territory, as 1Jr<>Tidecl by treat-ies 
with the Oherolcees, Creek.~, Seniinoles, Ohoctcuc ·, (Ind Chickasaws. 
~'EEBUAP.Y !-.1 1 1870.-Reforrod to the Committee on ApprOJ)rintion nncl ordered to lH1 
printed. 
Dl~P ARTl\'mNT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Washington, D. C., Febr'lwry 9, 1870. 
Sm: I have the honor to transmit hermvith a, cop_y of a, comnnmica-
tion, dated the 7th instant. from t_he Commissiouer of Indian Affairs, 
together with an estimaite of funds requiretl to defray tlle necessary 
expenses of the "general council" of certain Indians in the Indian 
territory, as provided by the twelfth article of the treaty of ,J nly 19, 
1866, with the Cherokees; the tenth article of the treaty of Jnne 14, 
1866, with the Creeks; the se,Tenth article of the treaty of Nfarch 21, 
1866, with the Seminoles; an.cl the eig'1th artiele ol: the tee ;:tty of 
April 28, 18GG, with the Choctaws anll Cllicka~aws, for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1871, to which the cousitlera,tion of Congress is re-
spectfully invited. 
The amouut estimated for the purposes aforesai<l. is ten thousand 
dollars. · 
V(¼J:y respectfully, your obedient servant, 
.T. D. COX, 
Secretary. 
Hon. SCHUYLER COLFAX, 
President of the Senate. 
DEP .A.RT::.\'.lE~l' OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE 01•' INDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Wa~hingt on, D. O., February 7, 1870. 
~m : I have the honor to state that bv the twelfth article treaty of 
July 19,_ 1866, with the Cherokees, the tei{th article tre,tty of J µ.ne 14, 
1~66, with th~ Creeks, the seve11th art.iele treaty of March 21, 18GB, 
w~th the Semmoles, and the eighth artiele treaty of April 28, 1866, 
WJth the ChoctawR and Chickasn!w:-:;, it is agreed that a general council, 
2 GENERAL COUNCIL OF CERTAIN INDIANS. 
consistiug of delegates elected by each nation or tribe, law~ully ~·eHide°:t 
within the Indian tenitory, may be annually convened rn said t erri-
tory. It is also provided that said council shall consist of one member 
from each tribe, and an additional member for each one thousand Indi-
ans, or each fraction of a thousand greater than five hundred, being 
members of any tribe lawfully resideut in said territory; that no ses-
sion of such conncil in any one year shall exceed the term of thirty 
days; that the members of the council shall be paid by the United 
States at the rate of four dollars per day, during the time actually in 
attendance on the sessions of the council, and at the rate of four dollars 
for every twenty miles necessarily traveled by them in going to and 
returning therefrom; and that the se.cretary of the council shall be 
paid by the United States an annual salary of five hundred dollars. 
The following is the numlJer of soul~ in the tribes or nations here-
inbefore named, viz: Creeks, 12,294; Cherokees, 13,566; . Choct~ws, 
12,500; Chickasaws, 4,500 ; and Seminoles, 2,136. This would make the 
numuer of delegates to wllich each tribe or nat.ion is entitled; as fol-
lows : Creeks, thirteen ; Cherokees, :fifteen; Choctaws, fourteen; Chick-
asaws, six; and Seminoles three- in all fifty-one. 
Some if not all of the delegates to said council have been elected; 
and it is desired by the· Indians that the council should conYene at the 
earliest day 1Jracticable. It will be necessary to have funds appropri-
ated to pay the salary and mileage of tlrn members, and also the safar.r 
of the secretary, &c., and I have, therefore, caused an estimate of 
appropriation for that purpose to be prep~red, and herewith inclose 
the same, with the _request that it be submitted to Congress for its 
action. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
E. S. PARKER, 
Cormnissioner. 
Hon. J. D . Cox, 
8ecretary of the Interior. 
• 
Estimate of funds required to defray the necessa1·y expenses of the 
"general coundl" of certain Indians in the Indian territory, as pro-
vided by the twelfth article treaty of July 19, 1866, with the Chero-
kees, the tenth article treaty of June 14, 1866, with the Creeks, the 
. eve11th article treaty of March 21, 1866, with the Seminoles, and the 
eighth articJ treaty of April 28, 1866, with tbe Choctaws and 
Chickasaw,, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1871: 
For pay of fifty-one members of the general council, pro-
vided by the treaties made ·with the Cherokees, Creeks, 
Seminole. , Choctaw. , and Chickasaw , in 1866, for not to 
exceed tbirt,y day ,, attendauce for each member, at the 
rate of four dollar " per day, for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1871, or f-:O much thereof as may be necessary __ .. __ _ _ $6, 12(1 
For milerige of fifty-one members of said council, say one 
lrnmlrecl and fifty mile ea h, at the rate of four dolJars for 
f'Y ry twenty miles tnweled, for th , fiscal year ending 
,J mw O, J 71, or , ·o nmeh tlwreof m.; may be necei-;sary .. _. 1, 5.'W 
GENERAL COUNCIL OP CE1{TAIN INDIANS. 
E'or ~ecretar:y of said council, for fiscal year ending Juue ;;o, 
1871 .......... _ ......•.......... _ . . . . . . . • ........... . 
For tllis amount, or so much thereof as may be necessary, to 
defray the contingent expenses connected with such coun-
cil, including- the pay of extra clerkR, when neces1-1ary .. . .. 
~600 
1,850 
10,000 
